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PHIL 303 MODERN PHILOSOPHY 
Dr. Christopher E. Franklin 

T/R 10:05-11:20am, HAL 211 

Fall 2019 

 

“Reading good books is like having a conversation with the most distinguished men of past 

ages.” 

—Descartes, Discourse on the Method 

 

“There is nothing so absurd that some philosopher has not already said it.” 

 —Cicero, On Divination 

 

“For after the error of those who deny God…there is none that leads weak minds further 

from the straight path of virtue than that of imagining that the souls of the beasts are of the 

same nature as ours, and hence after this present life we have nothing to fear or hope for, 

any more than flies or ants.” 

—Descartes, Discourse on the Method 

 

“All our knowledge begins with the senses, proceeds then to the understanding, and ends 

with reason. There is nothing higher than reason.” 

—Kant, A Critique of Pure Reason 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Office: HAL 300J     

Office Hours: M 3-5pm, T 12:30-5pm (by appt.), W 8:50-9:50am, R 11:30-12:30pm, F 3-

4:30pm 

Phone: 724-458-2199    

Email: cefranklin@gcc.edu    

Mailbox: 3086 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Modern philosophy (the period of philosophy beginning, roughly, with Descartes and ending 

with Kant) is arguably the most fertile period in the history of philosophy. It grows out of the 

Renaissance and Reformation and is a main catalyst for the Enlightenment. Earth shattering 

discoveries lead to radical breaks with the past, causing anxiety and optimism about the 

human predicament. This period witnessed the development of a variety of new, rich, and 

incompatible philosophical systems that addressed fundamental questions, such as: How is 

human knowledge possible? What are the best sources of knowledge? What is real? Is free 

will compatible with determinism? What is the relationship between the mind and body? Is 

knowledge of God possible? Of particular concern to the moderns is how we should address 

these questions: what is the best philosophical method for addressing philosophical 

questions? Whereas metaphysics was first philosophy in the medieval period, epistemology 

gains ascendancy in the modern period. The aim of this course is to survey the main 

philosophers, isolate their main assumptions and key philosophical claims, consider the 

implications of these philosophies, and come to an evaluation of these rival systems. 
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TEXTS 
René Descartes, Descartes: Selected Philosophical Writings, translated by John 

Cottingham, Robert Stoothoff, and Dugald Murdoch. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1998. 

 

Baruch Spinoza, The Ethics, Treatise on the Emendation of the Intellect, and Selected 
Letters, translated by Samuel Shirley. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 1677 

[1992]. 

 

John Locke, An Essay Concerning the Human Understanding, edited by Pauline 

Phemister. New York: Oxford University Press, 1690 (2008).  

 

George Berkeley, Three Dialogues between Hylas and Philonous, edited by Robert 

Merrihew Adams. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 1713 [1979].  

 

David Hume, An Enquiry concerning the Human Understanding, with A Letter from a 
Gentleman to His Friend in Edinburgh, and Hume’s Abstract of A Treatise of Human 

Nature, edited by Eric Steinberg. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 1748 [1977]. 

 

Immanuel Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics, second edition, translated by 

James W. Ellington. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 1783 [1977].  

 

Thomas Reid, Inquiry and Essays, edited by Keith Lehrer and Ronald Beanblossom. 

Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 1983. 

 

*A few supplemental readings will be posted on my.gcc.* 

 

COURSE OUTCOMES 
Through the course, students will: 

 

1. Demonstrate ability to understand the difference between rationalism and 

empiricism and their attendant problems (#2, 3, 7; exam)  

 

2. Demonstrate ability to understand direct realism, indirect realism, and idealism and 

the problems confronting them (#2, 3, 7; exam)  

 

3. Demonstrate ability to understand the main theories about knowledge of God in the 

modern period and the problems confronting them (#1, 2, 3, 7; exam)  

 

4. Demonstrate ability to understand the main theories about the nature of the mind 

and free will in the modern period and the problems confronting them (#1, 2, 3, 7; 

exam) 

 

5. Demonstrate ability to understand Reid and Kant’s distinct attempts to solve the 

problems generated by Descartes’s way of ideas. (#2, 3, 7; exam) 

 



 3 

6. Develop critical analysis and reasoning skills (Department objectives 4, 6, 8, 9; 

paper,) 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY DEPARTMENTAL OBJECTIVES: 
1. Demonstrate the ability to understand and evaluate philosophical questions from a 

Christian theistic framework.  This will require the student to see the relationship 

between faith and learning and how such a perspective applies to the critical and 

analytical questions posed by humans in the great search for wisdom. 

 

2. Demonstrate ability to read, comprehend, and evaluate the thought of great 

philosophers of the past and present in terms of the presuppositions and historical 

contexts of their claims about the philosophical task as well as the implications of 

such thought in terms of ethical and social practice.  This will require observation of 

and interaction with primary source texts that approach the great questions and 

concerns that philosophers have been asking for many millennia. 

 

3. Demonstrate ability to comprehend the major issues in philosophy from the 

aforementioned Christian theistic perspective as well as the ability to interact with the 

concerns and perspectives of other philosophies, religions, and worldviews in order 

to develop the skills necessary to think through what one believes and why.  This will 

require the development of skills necessary to evaluate an argument or a belief 

critically in terms of strengths and weaknesses. 

 

4. Demonstrate basic and maturing research skills.  This will include the ability to state 

theses, show those theses through analysis of primary texts, discuss the possible 

weaknesses of one’s own analysis, and test those theses against the best scholarship. 

 

5. Articulate a worldview that integrates knowledge of philosophy with other disciplines 

in order to see the consequences of a consistent Christian theistic worldview.  

Students will recognize the tensions in this integration process rather than accepting 

simplistic answers and thus will be helped to grow into mature and thoughtful 

persons. 

 

6. Demonstrate basic research and writing skills.  This ability will be assessed through 

the evaluation of the assigned paper, both in draft and completed versions. 

 

7. Demonstrate basic knowledge of philosophical concepts. 

 

8. Demonstrate ability to research, write, and speak in the content area of Philosophy. 

 

9. Be competitive and prepared for graduate school and seminary opportunities, as 

assessed by placement data and alumni surveys. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Attendance: Each student will be allowed 2 unexcused absences. Beyond this each 

unexcused absence will result in a 2% loss of the student’s total course grade. Excessive or 

frequent tardiness will count as an unexcused absence. If the student arrives late it is his 
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responsibility to make sure he is marked ‘present.’ Excused absences are restricted to 

authorized college activities, loss of immediate family member, and illness/injury. See the 

Academic Policies Section of the College Bulletin for more information. 

 

Reading log—20% 

Students will be required to keep a reading log indicating the percentage of the reading 

assignments completed carefully, without skimming, and on time. (Note: each reading 

assignment encompasses all the reading due for one lecture.) An easy way to do this is as 

follows. For each assignment, assign yourself a number between 0-100 that accurately 

represents the amount of the reading assignment that you completed carefully, without 
skimming, and on time. At the end of the course, add those values and divide by the total 

number of reading assignments. The log you turn in should include both the percentage of 

reading completed for each assignment and the total percentage of reading completed. At 

the bottom of the log, you will include the following prompt with your name filled in and 

signature under the prompt: “I [blank] pledge that this log is, to the best of my ability, an 

accurate reflection of the percentage of readings that I completed carefully, without 

skimming, and on time”. A hard-copy of this log is due at the beginning of lecture on 12/10. 

This document can be hand-written. 

 

Paper—30%  

The paper must critically engage at least two primary source texts assigned for this course 

and should have three main sections. In the first, explain the central issue (question, puzzle, 

idea, argument, etc.) you are engaging, as it is introduced by Philosopher1. In the second, 

show how Philosopher2 develops his own take on the same issue, comparing and contrasting 

his take with Philosopher1’s take. (These two sections should consist primarily in your own 

analysis of specific passages from the primary sources, though you can consult scholarly 

literature as needed.) In the third, philosophically adjudicate the conversation between 

Philosopher1 and Philosopher2. Which of the philosophers we read you chose to focus on 

and which aspects of their philosophy you write on, are left completely to the discretion of 

the student. For example, you might first consider Locke’s treatment of the idea of power in 

light of his commitment to idea empiricism and then explain Hume’s take on this same issue 

give his same commitment to idea empiricism, with the final section arguing that Hume’s is 

the more consistent of the two empiricists. Or you might explain Descartes’s indirect realism 

and Reid’s significant departure concerning how to think of cognition, followed by an 

argument that Descartes’s theory of ideas is more plausible than Reid’s direct realism. Each 

one of the philosophers we will be reading in this course is responding to at least one 

philosopher we will be reading, so you will have many philosophers to choose from.  

 

The paper is due by 10:05am on 12/10 and must be submitted to my email address in a 

word doc. You must name the file as follows: Your Last Name Paper (so Jane Doe will name 

the file of her paper: Doe Paper). The word count is between 2400-2700 words (excluding 

notes and bibliography). See the handout How to Write a Philosophy Paper on my.gcc for 

clearer guidelines concerning what the paper requires, how best to satisfy these requirements, 

and how I will grade the papers and see the handout Minimal Standards for Written Work 

posted on my.gcc concerning more details about the formatting requirements. Any work that 

fails to meet any of the minimal standards will automatically receive a third of a letter grade 

penalty and will receive an additional third of a letter grade penalty for each 24 hour period 
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from the time the student is informed of the problem until the student turns in a properly 

formatted work.  

 

Midterm Exam—20% 

There will be a midterm exam given on October 15
th

. Prior to the exam I will post the exam 

on my.gcc. The exam will consist of 6 numbered (1-6) essay questions. On the day of the 

final exam, I will roll a six-sided die once: whatever number the die lands on will be the essay 

question students write on.  

 

Final Exam—30% 

There will final, cumulative exam given during finals week. Prior to the exam I will post the 
exam on my.gcc. The exam will consist of 10 numbered (1-10) essay questions. On the day 

of the final exam, I will roll a ten-sided die twice: whatever two numbers the die lands on will 

be the essay questions students write on. If I roll the same number twice, there will be a 

surprise.  

 

Consult the exam schedule now, and make appropriate travel preparations in light of the 

exam schedule published by the Registrar’s office. College policy is that final exams may 

only be administered during finals week, in accordance with the times scheduled by the 

Registrar’s office, and may not be changed or eliminated to suit the convenience of either 

the instructor or the students. Students who have 3 exams on a particular calendar day 

during the final exam period may request permission to change the exam time, but I 

cannot guarantee that there will be a time that will work for the student. 

 

Computer Policy 

Computers are not allowed. Technology is how Socrates appeared to the Athenians: 

corruptor of the youth and creator of false gods. As Socrates was, so technology should be, 

put to death. 
 

Honesty 

College policies with regard to honesty in taking tests and writing papers will be strictly 

followed. The college administration and faculty are very concerned about cheating and take 

active steps to prevent it. Any student caught cheating on or plagiarizing any assignment will 

receive a 0 on the assignment.  

 

See the college’s policy on Academic Integrity in the 2019-2020 college Bulletin. The use 

(or possession) of former examinations from this course in preparing for tests is considered 

a violation of the GCC honesty in learning policy as stated in the college Bulletin.   

 

Policy on late assignments: 

Do not ask for exceptions on late work; I accept no excuses except Provost excuses. Without 

a Provost excuse, late work is assigned a 0. It is crucial that you realize that failure to turn in 

an assignment you finish before the deadline constitutes turning in the assignment late. 

Failure to remember to bring the assignment or failure to print out the assignment in time 

are not excuses: they are confessions of negligence 

 

Disability  
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Accessibility & Accommodations: It is Grove City College’s goal that learning experiences 

be as accessible as possible. If you anticipate or experience physical or academic barriers 

based on a disability, please let me know immediately so that we may discuss options. You 

are also welcome to contact the disability services office to begin this conversation or to 

establish accommodations. The Disability Services Coordinator may be reached at 724-264-

4673 or DisabilityServices@gcc.edu 

 

Counseling 

If you are experiencing undue personal or academic stress at any time during the semester 

or need to talk to someone who can help, you should contact the Counseling Center at 724-

458-3788 or email Mrs. Hummel, staff assistant, at mhummel@gcc.edu. 

 

TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS (schedule subject to change) 

INTRODUCTION TO MODERN PHILOSOPHY 

8/27 Prolegomena 

Reading: Recommend (but not required) Donald Rutherford, ‘Innovation and Orthodoxy 

in Early Modern Philosophy’ (my.gcc) 

 

8/29 The Problem of the Criterion  

Reading: Roderick Chisholm ‘The Problem of the Criterion’, sections 1-10 (my.gcc) 

 

RENÉ DESCARTES: RATIONALISM AND THE BIRTH OF MODERN PHILOSOPHY 

9/3 Ambitions and Methodology 

Reading: Discourse on the Method of Rightly Conducting One’s Reason and Seeking the 

Truth in the Sciences, Parts One-Four; Meditations on First Philosophy, Dedicatory Letter 

to Sorbonne and Preface to the reader (both on my.gcc), Synopsis, Meditations 1-2; 

selections from Objections and Replies, pp. 123-31; Principles of Philosophy, principles 1-

12 

 

9/5 God 

Reading: Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditations 3; selections from Objections and 
Replies, pp. 131-33; Principles of Philosophy, principles 13-27 

 

9/10 Truth and Mathematics  

Reading: Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditations 4-5; selections from Objections and 
Replies, pp. 133-43; Principles of Philosophy, principles 28-50 

 

9/12 Mind, Body, and World 

Reading: Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditations 6; Objections and Replies, pp. 143-

50; Discourse on the Method of Rightly Conducting One’s Reason and Seeking the Truth 

in the Sciences, Parts Five-Six; Comments on a Certain Broadsheet (the whole thing); 

Principles of Philosophy, principles 51-76 

 

BARUCH SPINOZA: RATIONALISM AND NATURALISM  

9/17 Substance Monism and Pantheism  

Reading: Ethics Part I, Definitions through Scholium of Proposition 15 

 

mailto:mhummel@gcc.edu
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9/19 Necessitarianism and Naturalism   

Reading: Ethics Part I, Proposition 16 through Appendix 

 

JOHN LOCKE: EMPIRICISM AND REALISM  

9/24 Empiricism  

Reading: Essay, Book I, chapters I-II, pp. 13-30; Book II, chapters I, §§1-8, 22-25, II, VI, 

VII, VIII §§7-25, IX, §§1-4 & 15, X, XI, XII, XII (pp. 48) 

 

9/26 Power, Substance, and Identity 

Reading: Essay, Book II, chapter XXI, §§ 1-10, 14-15, 16, 21-25, 31, 35, 40-47, 55;  Essay, 

Book II, chapter XXIII, §§1-6, 9, 12 14, 17-22, 32-35; Essay, Book II, chapter XVII, §§ 1-

15, 26; Essay, Book III, chapter III 

 

10/1 Essence, Knowledge, and God 

Reading: Essay, Book IV, chapters I-IV, X-XI  

 

10/3 Reason, Opinion, and Faith 

Reading: Essay, Book IV, chapters XV-XVI, XVIII-XIX 

 

BISHOP GEORGE BERKELEY: EMPIRICISM AND IDEALISM  

10/8 Reading: Three Dialogues, First & Second Dialogue, pp. 7-60 

 

10/10 Reading: Three Dialogues, Third Dialogue, pp. 61-94 

 

10/15 Midterm 

 

10/17 Fall break 

 

DAVID HUME: EMPIRICISM, SKEPTICISM, NATURALISM  

10/22 Empiricism and Skepticism  

Reading: Enquiry, Sections I-V, pp. 1-37; ‘A Letter from a Gentleman to His Friend in 

Edinburgh’, pp. 115-24; An Abstract of A Treatise of Human Nature, pp. 126-38 

10/24 Power, Necessity, and Liberty  

Reading: Enquiry, Sections VI-VIII, pp. 37-69 

 

10/29 Miracles, Design, and the Afterlife  

Reading: Enquiry, Sections IX-XI, pp. 69-102 

 

10/31 The Limits of Philosophy 

Reading: Enquiry, Sections XII, pp. 102-14; selections from Hume’s Treatise (my.gcc)   
 
IMMANUEL KANT: TRANSCENDENTAL IDEALISM  

11/5 Reading: Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics, pp. 1-34 

 

11/7 Reading: Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics, pp. 35-63 
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11/12 Reading: Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics, pp. 64-84 

 

11/14 Reading: Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics, pp. 84-104 

 

THOMAS REID: SCOTTISH COMMON SENSE PHILOSOPHY 

11/19 Reid’s Project and His Attack on the Way of Ideas System 

Reading: Inquiry, Introduction, pp. 3-11, Chapter 6 section XX, pp. 83-89, and 

Conclusion, pp. 103-121  

 

11/21 Inquiry, Chapter 5, sections I-VIII, pp. 35-61; Inquiry, Chapter 6, section XXIV, pp. 

89-103; Essays on the Intellectual Powers, Essay Two, chapters 5, 14, 17, 20, pp. 159-65, 

175-86, 198-206 

 

11/26 Thanksgiving break 

 

11/29 Thanksgiving break 

 

12/3 Principles of Common Sense 

Reading: Essays on the Intellectual Powers, Essay Three, chapters 4 & 6, pp. 212-217, and 

Essay Six, chapters 4-6, pp. 257-293  
 

12/5 Agency, Power, and Responsibility 

Reading: Essays on the Active Powers, Essay Four, chapters, 1, 2, 4, 6-8, pp. 323-351 

 

Final Reflections 

12/10 Reading: N/A 

Paper Due 

 

Final Exam Tuesday December 17, 2pm 


